
Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy
PART SIX

Non-Christian Religions
I.  Introduction:  Many Paths, Many Destinations

II.  Middle Eastern Religions

A.  Judaism
B.  Islam
C.  Druze
D.  Zoroastrianism
E.  Baha’i faith

III.  Far Eastern Religions

A.  Hinduism
B.  Buddhism
C.  Sikhism
D.  Shinto and other Animism

IV.  Modern Western Religions

A.  Neo-Gnosticism
B.  Neo-Paganism and Wicca
C.  Scientology

V.  Conclusions



Appendix:  Further Reading

A.  Orthodox Sources

Books

Bernstein, Fr. A. James.  Surprised  by Christ:   My Journey  from  Judaism  to Orthodox Christianity.   Ben Lomond, CA:  
Conciliar Press, 2008.

Christensen, Hmk. Damascene.  Christ the  Eternal  Tao .  St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 2004.
Farasiotis, Dionysios.  The  Gurus, the  Young  Man,  and  Elder Paisios.  St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 2008.
Garvey, John.  Seeds of  the  Word:   Orthodox Thinking  on  Other  Religions.   Crestwood, NY:  St. Vladimir’s Seminary 

Press, 2005.
Metwalli, Nahed Mahmoud.  Islam  Encounters Christ.  Minneapolis, MN:  Light & Life Publishing, 2002.
Pelikan,  Jaroslav.  The  Christian  Tradition:  A History  of  the  Development  of  Doctrine,  Vol. 1:  The  Emergence  of  the  

Catholic  Tradition  (100-600).   University of Chicago Press, 1975, pp. 11-27, “The True Israel.” 
Rose, Eugene.  Nihilism:  The  Root of the  Revolution  of the  Modern  Age.  St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 1994.

Online at:  http://www.columbia.edu/cu/augustine/arch/nihilism.html
Rose, Fr. Seraphim.  Orthodoxy and  the  Religion  of the  Future.   St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 1996.
Vaporis, Nomikos Michael.  Witnesses for  Christ:   Orthodox Christian  Neomartyrs of  the  Ottoman  Period  (1437-1860).  

Crestwood, NY:  St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2000.

Websites

Buddhism and Eastern Asceticism compared to Orthodox Asceticism:  http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/7423.htm
Orthodox Christian View of Non-Christian Religions: http://www.goarch.org/ourfaith/ourfaith8089
Orthodoxy and the Religion of the Future (excerpts): http://www.orthodoxphotos.com/readings/future/

- Includes  sections on  Hinduism,  Buddhism,  etc.
Surprised by Christ (Judaism to Orthodox Christianity): http://www.surprisedbychrist.com/

B.  Other Sources

Hodgson, Marshall G. S.  The  Venture  of Islam  (3 vols.) .  University of Chicago Press, 1974.
Operation Clambake:  The Inner Secrets of Scientology: http://www.xenu.net/
Ye’or, Bat.  The  Decline  of  Eastern  Christianity  Under  Islam  : From  Jihad  to Dhimmitude  : Seventh- Twentieth  Century.  

Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1996.

C.  Other References

OrthodoxWiki: http://www.orthodoxwiki.org/ 
Religion Facts: http://www.religionfacts.com/

- Big Religion Chart: http://www.religionfacts.com/big_religion_chart.htm

The list above is by no means exhaustive, but it  represents some of the sources used for putting this presentation 
together.  The reader is admonished to dig deep and focus on primary sources when exploring this subject.


